Safari

‘How do we choose a perfect safari?’

It's a trip-of-a-lifetime and there's one out there just for you. Our expert Sue Watt has done

The BigFive beauty
Akagera, Rwanda

Rwandais more than mountain gorillas. It's
hometo Akagera, perhaps Africa’s prettiest
BigFive park.Once devastated by civil
unrest, Akagera'sresurgencereflects
itsresounding conservation success.

Imagine amini-Serengeti crossed with
England’s Lake District, where elephants,
rhinos, lions, leopards and buffaloes live
amonggolden savannahs, papyrus-fringed

wetlands androlling hills.

:r‘" ~ Soothingand soulful. Ruziziis a

=, mid-range eco-lodge, with comfy

!, tentedroomsamidtoweringfig

| trees.Friendly staff create
ahappy vibe.

.

Yes, the Big Five allroam these plains, but
it's the birds that steal the limelight. Spot
endangered crested cranes, prehistoric-
looking shoebills and riotously
colourfulkingfishers.

The beautiful Kilala Plainsin the north often
teems with wildlife, from lumpy buffaloes
and elephants to dainty impala, herds
of elands and topis, and giraffes striding
acrossthe savannah.

Wildlife generallyisn'tas prolifichere asin
some better-known parks, so you could
have longdrives seeinglittle;it's alldown to
theluck of the draw onthe day.

Ask to take the little-known behind-the-
scenes tourof HQ or patrol the perimeter
fence with community guides. Both provide
arare andfascinatinginsightinto the
running of the park and its conservation.

Aardvark Safaris (aardvarksafaris.co.uk)
offers afour-nightall-inclusive stay
(except for drinks) at RuziziCamp,
withinternational flights and transfers,
from £1,610pp.
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The wild (dog) one
ManaPools, Zimbabwe

Unesco World Heritage Site Mana Pools lies
onthe southern shores of the mighty
Zambezi. It offers arare freedominthe
bush allowing visitors to drive, walk, canoe
and camp, even withoutaguide.

Inthe shadow of apurple-hued
escarpment, the Zambezi's floodplains,
studded with mahogany woodlands, give
this remote parkits charm. Elephants and
hippos thrive along the windingriver.

ZambeziExpeditionsis an upmarket but
unpretentious bush camp ontheriverbank.
Mitch, theresident hippo, sometimes

emerges atbreakfast.

You'llfind four of the Big Five
here (only rhinos are absent),
butit'sbestknownforits
charismatic African wild dogs,
akapainted wolves

Mana's walking safaris are among the best
in Africa, as are Zimbabwe's guides. You can
truly — and safely —getup close to
elephants, lions and those endearing
painted wolves.

Getting caughtintherainis nofunhere
—theblack cotton soil sticks totyres and
makes the tracksimpassable. Avoidtherains
by visitingbetween May and September.

Ask your guide to look for Fred Astaire and
Boswell, two famous elephants who have
learnttorise onto their hindlegstoreach
forpods highupinalbidatrees.

Safari Consultants (safari-consultants.com)
has afour-nightall-inclusive stay at
ZambeziExpeditions, withinternationaland
domesticflights, from £3,150pp.

The secret classic
Serengeti, Tanzania

Endless golden savannahs, wildebeestin
theirthousands and predators waitingto
pounce: Serengeti evokes quintessential
Africa. Avoidthe crowds by headingto the Soit
le Motonyiareaand classic big-cat country.

Vastplains dotted with granite kopjes
(outcrops), home to gazelles, hundreds of
zebras and prides of lions napping under

lone acacias. Your nearestneighbours

areanhour’s drive away.

NamiriPlains's luxury and
sophistication belieits remoteness. Sip

cocktails by the pool, melt withamassage .

inthe spa or simply watch the wildlife from
your secluded suite.

Openonly, untilrecently, to researchers
studyingbig cats, the plains around Namiri
arerenowned for superb sightings of lions
and cheetahs and for the famous Great
WildebeestMigration.

Namiri's guides have followed their big cats
foryears, so they can share their entire life
stories and characters with you, adding
afascinatingdimensionto sightings.

The manic wildebeestriver crossings
to Kenya's MaasaiMaraaretoo faraway
— stay furthernorth, nearthe MaraRiver
orLamaiWedge, if youwantto seethem

inalltheirglory.

Serengetiisn'tjustabout the migration. Visit
the northernarea whenthe wildebeest
have gone (January-March or June are best)
andyou'll seeits beauty and beasts,
includingrhinos, without the crowds.

Expert Africa (expertafrica.com) offers
afour-nightall-inclusive stay at
NamiriPlains, withinternationaland
domesticflights, from £3,990pp.
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The bushromance
Okavango, Botswana

RumourhasitthatHarry and Meghanfellin
loveinBotswana. It's hardly surprising: the
Okavango Delta oozes romance and Khwai
Private Reserve has lily-strewn waterways,
star-filled night skies and sweet solitude.

Hometojust five camps, Khwai Private

Reserveis alush, watery wonderland.

Residentsinclude elephants andlions,
which amble alongthe floodplains, while
hundreds of hippos wallowinthelagoons.

Under ahighthatchedroof, Sable Alley
campis understated luxury, allmodern
localartand creamy sofas, with acoolpool
forhotdays. The stylishhoneymoon suite
lies adiscreetdistance away.

Aformerhuntingreserve, Khwaihistorically
had skittish wildlife wary of people. That's
allchangednow, withmorerelaxed|lions,
elephants, buffaloes, antelopes and even

rare wild dogs all happily hanging around.

Romantics should driftalong the
mirror-like waterwaysina mokoro,
¥ adugoutcanoe, spotting creatures

fromreedfrogs to hippos, then sip
sundowner G&Ts as dusk descends.

The winter nights here (between May and
August) can be bitterly cold. Wrap
up warm on early-morning game drives,
especiallyinopenvehicles. Brrrrr...

Ask your guide to take you to the
submerged hide where elephants come
todrink. They're totally oblivious to your
presence, yetso close you could almost
reach out and touch their wrinkly trunks.

Abercrombie & Kent (abercrombiekent.co.
uk) has four nights at Natural Selection
Sable Alley all-inclusive, from £3,599pp,
withinternationaland domestic flights.

allthe work for you. Here are her top picks

B A R
The family-friendly on
Laikipia Plateau, Kenya

Innorth-centralKenya, the Laikipia plateau
hosts apatchwork of privatereserves
teeming with wildlife. Ol Pejeta
Conservancy isideal for families and for
nurturing mini Attenboroughs.

With snow-capped MountKenya
dominatingthe skyline, the high plains of
OlPejetaarehometo East Africa’s largest
blackrhino sanctuary and the lasttwo
northern whiterhinos on Earth.

Beautiful eco-camp Kicheche Laikipia,
renowned for high-quality guiding, looks
out to adamthat entices plenty of wildlife.
Its new family suite openedthis yearand
little ones over six are warmly welcomed.

Allthe Big Five and myriad other animals
roam OlPejeta’s plains, but the stars are the
rhinos: meeting Najin and Fatu, the two
northernwhites, inthe endangered species
enclosureis unforgettable.

Kicheche's junior ranger course teaches
kids all about wildlife, working through
funactivitiesand adventures. Atthe end,
they say theranger’s oath and get
acertificateandahat.

Don'tbe surprisedto see cows amongthe
wildlife — thisis aworkingranch,home
toBoran cattle herds, which slightly takes

the edge off life onthe wild side.

Turntheholsintoalearning
opportunity: youngsters canlearn
totracklions withrangers
(from £30) and pick up bush
skills from Masai warriors.

Yellow Zebra Safaris (yellowzebrasafaris.
com) has afour-nightall-inclusive stay at
Kicheche Laikipia with anightin Nairobi,

includinginternationaland domestic flights,
from £3,285pp.

How do I complain and

get results?

Key phraseif complaining by
letter? | feel |have beentreated
unfairly, rings alarm bells

asit's unfairtreatment that will
concernthe ombudsman (ie you
haven'thadthe service you paid
for).Key phrase if complaining by
email/ Twitter?‘I've cc'd/tagged
your CEOQ’' — email addresses
and Twitter handles for
thousands of CEOs can be found
on ceoemail.com.Key phrase

if complainingin person?‘lI'd like
to speak to your supervisor. And
canlask yourname, please?’

Does all-inclusive include
everything?

No. Thatusually means three
buffet meals aday, plus snacks
and basic drinks ontap. Most
resorts hold back the good
stuff (posherrestaurants,
premium alcohol, watersports,
excursions) and charge extra for
them. Examine the small print
to avoid disappointment.
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