Onthespot:a

The crowd-free fantasy:

Salari

You can't wait to get up close and personal, butyou
don'twantto share. Sue Watt shows you how

Where's best for afirst-time but
crowd-free safari?

Most of us wantthe Big Five (elephants,
rhinos, buffaloes, lions and leopards)
inaclassicdestination, say, Kenya’'s
MaasaiMara. To escape the crowds, I'd
recommend that you choose one of the
conservancies thatborderit,among
them MaraNorth and Naboisho, which
attractmore wildlife thanthereserve,
yethavelimited camps and farfewer
tourists. ComebetweenJanuary and
March after the Great Migration. Stay

in TopiHouseinthe Olare Motorogi
Conservancy:all yours with a private
guide, chef and pool (asiliaafrica.com;
doubles from £1,360, all-inclusive).

Whichis the best of the moreremote,
lesser known parks?
Forme,ithastobe Gonarezhou
National Parkin Zimbabwe's
southeastern corner,araw wilderness
with dramaticlandscapes of winding
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LuangwaNational
ParkinZambia

rivers and sandstone cliffs glowing gold

asyousip your sundowner. It'shome

toabout 11,000 elephants, painted

wolves, predators and plenty of prey

too.llove the manangas:fourreed-

and-mud rooms rebuilt annually by

localwomen. It's semi-exclusive (they
acceptamaximum of two groups on

site, with afour-person minimum)

and, as safaris go, it's good value

(gonarezhou.org; doubles from £151, |
self-catering and self-driving). Or try

Zambia's wild North Luangwa National

Park, hometojustacouple of camps.

Stay atMwaleshiandthe new Takwela,

both onriverbanks busy with the Big
Five, althoughrhinos canbe tricky
to spothere (remoteafrica.com;
doubles from £1,100, all-inclusive).

How canlhelp with wildlife
conservation? . N "
Wannabe Attenboreughs can muckl I | r
inat South Africa’s exclusive-use » |
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https://www.asiliaafrica.com/
http://facebook.com/gonarezhou.org
http://remoteafrica.com/
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Founders CampinMarataba, nearthe
borderwith Botswana, which sleeps up
to eight, with a four-person minimum.
You cantrack and monitor animals,
aswellas help with cameratrapsand

nocturnal wildlife counts.Foran
additional £2,355 pergroup, youcan
evenjoininrhino ‘notching’, which
involves dartingandregisteringthem
(marataba.co.za; from £1,984 anight
forfour, all-inclusive). Choosing safari
operators thatare heavily committed
to conservationand communities
helpstoo. Check outimvelo (imvelo
safarilodges.com) and African Bush
Camps (africanbushcamps.com) in
Zimbabwe, and Natural Selection
(naturalselection.travel), Sanctuary
Retreats (sanctuaryretreats.com)
and Wilderness (wilderness-safaris.
com)insouthernand eastern Africa.
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Crowd-free walking safaris werefirst

developedin Zambia's South Luangwa

NationalPark andit's stillthe bestplace

forexploringthe bush onfoot. My most

exhilarating wildlife encounters, really

up closeandpersonal,havebeen

atMapazi,aremote walking-only

bush camp withjustthreetents and

exceptional guiding by its owner Deb

Tittle (surefootsafaris.com; doubles

from £1,270, all-inclusive). Or try

canoeingand wild campingalong 1 5: .
the Zambezi,in Lower Zambezi, " o LR ! U U
andthen Mana Pools National Parks, il i K t ARk i o 1'.-""' ."'“'ﬂ':s?'-.‘:'"-" T,
spying crocodiles and hippos (zambezi. : ."-’ =

com; from £830pp for five nights, il | TR
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Absolutely! Bushandbeachis aclassic
combo. I'd pairasafariin Malawi's
up-and-coming Liwonde National
Park with a shortflight-hop to Likoma
Island, onLake Malawi, forits fab
‘barefootluxury’ lodge, KayaMawa
(greensafaris.com; doubles from £510,
all-inclusive). Ortry remote Ruaha
NationalParkin southern Tanzania,
followedby Zanzibar's quieter little
sister,Pembalsland. It’s crucialtobook
through Africa-specialist tour
operators.Notonly willthey have
detailed experience of destinations,

camps andlodgesto advise you, but
they’'lloftenbe able to secure youbetter
rates. Check out Aardvark Safaris
(aardvarksafaris.co.uk), Expert Africa
(expertafrica.com), Safari Consultants
(safari-consultants.com) and Yellow
ZebraSafaris (yellowzebrasafaris.com).
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